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1883. compared with the discovery and detection of
crime. Since the tragedy of the Phoenix Park,
Lord Spencer had not been idle, and so soon as
the Crimes Act had passed, a rigid inquiry was
set on foot. The result, when it came, was sudden
Discovery and startling. In the middle of January 18839
Hirenix seventeen men were arrested in Dublin on a charge
murderers, of conspiracy to murder, and bail was in all cases
refused. Most of the prisoners belonged to the
mechanic or labouring class. One of them,
however, James Carey by name, was a Town
Councillor, and represented the Ward which
contains Trinity College. The apprehension of
Carey was a remarkable event, and people began
to suspect that for once the Irish Executive,
instead of striking blindly, had got hold of a clue.
At first there was some disappointment* In the
Police Court there was the usual informer, a
working man, who had once, so he said, been a
Fenian. He described a number of plans to take
Jan. 20. Mr. Forster's life, and a week later the conspiracy
against Mr. Field was explained. Another week
passed, and the great topic of all was brought
forward. Knives had been found in Carey's house,
surgeon's knives, such as had made the wounds
that killed Lord Frederick Cavendish and Mr*
Burke. This was on the 3rd of February, and
then at last the whole of the United Kingdom
watched with strained interest for the revelations
of that Dublin Court House. Three men were
identified as having been in the Phoenix Park on
the 6th of May, and on the 10th of February
the weekly instalment comprised the evidence of
a car-driver, who had driven four of the men in

Courts of Common Law at Westminster, neither dignified nor vener-
able, were pulled down, and the great Hall of William Rufus was-
restored to its proper dimensions. It was,, however, found convenient
that Chancery Judges should still sit without juries, and should take
the same class of business as before.